Oll & Gas Lease Sales

 Most states have 4 lease sales per year

 Wyoming's BLM holds lease sales 6x per year

2009 Lease Sale Dates
- February 3, 2009

- April 7, 2009

- June 2, 2009

- August 4, 2009

- October 2, 2009

- December 1, 2009

BLM’s Competitive Lease Sale Notices & Results Websi  te:
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/energy/Oil_and_Gas/Leasing.html




Oll & Gas Lease Sales

* Once lease parcels are sold, development
becomes the right of the leaseholder.

- Leases last 10 years
- Once a well is drilled and it is successful, the life
of the lease can be infinite — the life of the field.
example: current leases still held since 1940’s
- Opportunity for public influence is reduced




How Land Gets on Auction Block

Parcels nominated __M BLM reviews parcels

- by energy companies - BLM's mgmt plans,
(kept confidential) - Nat. Environmental Policy Act,
- Nat. Historic Preservation Act,
- Endangered Species Act.
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Public protests must

: > Public Involvement
be in specific format




What Happens at the Lease Sale

e Parcels offered for lease through an oral auction
e Bidding begins at $2.00 per acre for each parcel

e Successful lessee/operator can then enter and
occupy as much of the surface as is reasonably
required to explore, drill, and remove the oil and
natural gas resource.

BLM can put stipulations/restrictions on lease
BLM has ability to limit how much surface can
be disturbed




Then what ...

* Geophysical exploration

» Applications for Permits to Drill — required before drilling
 Individual projects




low Land Parcels Can Be
Removed from Auction Block

 Field offices make recommendations to state office.
Can recommend withdrawal of all or part of a
parcel, or place constraints (stipulations) to
protect the land, air, water or wildlife.

» Before the actual sale, the BLM reviews any
protests to decide which parcels will be offered.

 BLM State Director can suspend the offering of
specific parcels prior to a lease sale if he/she
believes the protests are well-grounded




Once Lease Is Sold...

Question becomes :

e How
 \When
e Where

Development becomes the right of the
leaseholder.




Public Input

e Public protests
must be In
specific format

 Protests must be
received by BLM
State Office by
specified date
and time
fax & mail only

Note: Protecting
scenery, recreation,
and aesthetic values
are among BLM’s
most important legal
duties.




Public Input

* Let local agency
and political
leaders know
you care ...




Public Input

» Personalize your
comments

* Why does this
area matter to
you? (Social,
economic, etc.)

e Tie comments to
specific parcels,
drainages, etc.




